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the acrid smoke filled the shelter \vith sooty fumes. The blood
of penguins was also used to dye a square of canvas for a distress
signal, which was set up on a shoulder of rock with a snow-
slope background to show it up.

Once again a fine driving rain soaked them through before
they turned in, and after a miserable night they were suddenly
awakened by the man on watch yelling, " Rouse out, lads!
The sea will be here in a moment! "

So once again it was necessary to move the shelter to a
place higher up the beach. In the streaming downpour they
banked the stones round again, and then tried to make them-
selves comfortable on the wet stones inside. The next night
the wind changed, and it began to snow: an icy blast, laden
with powdered snow, drove straight in the doorway and blew
the blubber fire out frequently. In the morning a snow-wall
was built across the entrance, but the miserable inmates rarely
ventured out except to drive away the Stinker petrels which
were stealing their stores of seal-meat and blubber.

It snowed for thirty-six hours; but when the fog rolled away
a sailing-ship was sighted. The ship, whose masts and rigging
were clearly etched against the horizon, seemed to be making
inshore.

They decided that the strange craft must be the Penola, a
schooner attached to the British Graham Land Expedition. The
Penola had picked up a message announcing the disappearance
of the Rapid, and had joined in the search. The castaways
capered about the snow-slope, and lit fires of penguin carcasses
in an effort to attract attention, until with a sick despair they
saw the ship turn away to port and sail away. Their antics
had been mistaken for those of penguins!

Then came another surprise. A cruiser, the Ajax, which had
been on a visit to South Georgia had also joined the search,
and now she too loomed over the horizon. A little later the
Discovery II also appeared, and all three ships came close
together for a conference. Then they separated, the Ajax
steaming off past the beach into the distance. The Discovery II
still stayed in the bay, and some of the men wanted to try to
row out to her, but it was decided not to take this desperate
chance until the morning arrived.